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ndependence - from the 
United States would benefit 
not only Texas, but ultimately 



the remainder of the nation and 
the allies of both countries, as 
well. For citizens of Texas, trans- 
formed Into one of the world's 
larger, wealthier nations. Immedi- 
ate-economic and cultural bene- 
fits would occur. 

Our wealth, in the form of nat- 
ural resources and taxes, would 
cease flowing North and be 
turned to local use, along with 
money from beyond our borders. 
For example, Texas' natural gas 
wouldn't be sold more cheaply In 
Boston than In San Antonio, while 
taxes paid in South Texas — one 
of the country's poorest regions 
and one which has been cited as 
exemplifying our backwardness 
— would no longer be used to 
shore up New York City's wealthy 
facade. Money would flow South- 
ward, especially In winter. Lease 
of Texas land for such installations 
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Is the NASA complex would 
bring further revenues and 
require our Inclusion in ail 
aspects of space exploration. 
Since the Republic of Texas 
would require lower operating 
expenses than the United States, 
we could enjoy a higher living 
standard than we now have, leav- 
ing enough funds for national 
programs to develop alternative 
energy sources, to further educa- 
tion and cultivate the arts and sci- 
entific research. 

A high standard of living and 
rich cultural growth would 
belong to citizens possessing the 
same basic rights and freedoms as 
now. Such fundamental principles 
as separation of church and state, 
representative government, divi- 
sion of powers with checks and 
balances, and the original Bill of 
Rights would obtain, but, at the 
same time, we would be able to 
correct and avoid their abuse. 
That is, while all rights would be 
guaranteed every citizen not con- 
victed of a felony regardless of 
race, gender, language, creed or 
national origin, a person's public 
duties and Individual responsibili- 
ties should be stressed as the 
price of freedom. Taxpayers 
would cease bearing the burden 
of self-righteous parasites, who 
would have to emigrate. A viable, 
even lucrative, solution might be 
found to the "victimless crime" 
problem, while genuine criminals 
need no longer be coddled to 
ease Eastern consciences. Similar- 
ly, free from concern for the 
political and economic conse- 
quences back East, we could han- 
dle organized crime with any 
necessary degree of ruthlessness, 
and update and adapt to local 
conditions the various phases of 
civil law. 

International matters would 
become as Immediately vital as 
local ones, but in a way very dif- 
ferent from other new or resur- 
gent nations. The Republic of 
Texas would be re-created as a 
wholly integrated member of the 
Western World and ally of the 
United States, completely 
modernized, and a nuclear 
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power.- Texan blood need no 
longer spill in politicians' futile 
wars — free of the United States' . 
self-defeating foreign policy, we 
would hold an ambiguous posi- 
tion in the eyes of the world. 
Having no colonies arid no terri- 
torial ambitions beyond, perhaps, 
the peaceful recovery of our New 
Mexico and Colorado lands, and 
owning no monopolies in Third 
World nations, we would likely 
find the latter attracted to us by 
our apparent resemblance to 
them. Our Latin American origins 
and heritage could give us more 
intimate access to the peoples of 
the region, and the possibility of 
OPEC membership would create 
ties with Arab states, perhaps 
even allow us to mitigate the oil 
crisis. It's not impossible that 
Communist countries could be 
induced to send aid in the 
unlikely hope we would side with 
one or the other of their factions, 
and with all of them against the 
United States. 

But Texas' loyalty to the West, 
and especially the English-speak: 
ing world and its allies, would, of 
course, never waver. For this 
reason, bur independence could 
only strengthen all of us. The 
United States would have to do 
what it should have done decades 
ago — engage in a thorough 
housecleaning to secure the alle- 
giance of its remaining states, and 
apply its Yankee ingenuity instead 
of our resources to the solution 
of its economic woes. Thus, two 
strengthened and cooperative 
nations would emerge where 
once we had a single increasingly 
strife-ridden one. In an era when 
a multitude of non-Western 
nations is arising, an extra United 
Nations vote in the Western and 
North American camp would 
unquestionably prove of value. 

And in another, even deeper 
and more important way, the sec- 
ond Republic of Texas would 
benefit all those who share our 
heritage. It would stand as an 
example of the strength and flexi- 
bility of the American way of life, 
of the capacity to adapt and con- 
tinue as the old frontier becomes 
a new one. |t3TI 
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After Littleton, we're still looking for answers 



David C. 
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Americans deal poorly with disor- 
der and lack examples of moral 
leadership because so many are 
what was once called "well-adjusted." 
Certain murderers seem especially baf- 
fling — Saddam Hussein, admired and 
respected by his people, we understand — 
although the clearest signs of what's 
wrong are the actions of normal people 
around them. 

Most persons go with the flow, imitating 
whatever is current while giving deeper 
concepts lip service. Whoever does so 
while appearing sociable is well-adjusted; 
not doing so and especially taking ideals 
seriously are troubling symptoms. When 
the term came into use it included strict 
superficial conformity, suspecting every 
one of being a communist, and keeping 
the most rigid racial separation since 
Reconstruction. Today's version, still 
socially superficial, includes being "politi- 
cally correct," suspecting everyone of 
domestic violence and child abuse, and 
denying anyone's ability to behave ethi- 
cally. White Americans in 1955 were as 
astonished that black ones didn't like 
racist jokes as in-crowd kids were that 
nerds don't consider themselves clowns. 

A commonplace happening shows the 
genesis of rage: a teacher seeing an athlete 
harass ^another student disregards the 



right response, and ignores or merely 
quells the situation. Thus he appears to 
favor the bully and at least tacitly blame 
the victim, which he probably does since 
people usually side with popularity. A vic- 
tim who admits his quite natural anger will 
suffer retaliation because negativity 
toward the well-adjusted, the socially 
approved, is "inappropriate," and here 
defies the teacher's authority. 

Unpunished, bullies may become 
increasingly aggressive and adept at hiding 
it in popularity. Victims, especially ones 
lacking emotional resources, might recov- 
er or even grow stronger, but likely not. 
Counseling can increase anger, since most 
therapists instinctively approve a social 
leader's viciousness and consider right- 
eous anger pathological. Clever victims 
learn to hide their feelings and manipulate 
authorities with psychobabble. 

The notion of some criminals as victims 
may own a trace element of truth, but it 
doesn't follow that therefore their victims 
are guilty and themselves innocent. Much 
has been made of. the early signs someone 
might turn violent, but these don't always 
apply and nobody's likely to know how 
long some stranger wet the bed or whether 
he obsessively played with matches. 
Anyone can catch a perpetrator who's 
careless or believes he won't be punished. 

Wise persons have always understood 
that the commonplace circumstances of 
living are the wellsprings of evil. That th^ 
mentally sick are usually too incorripeter t 



to do great harm and that criminals aren't 
alienated, but rather profoundly social 
creatures responsive to the subtlest 
nuances of acceptance and rejection and 
the dynamic of strengths and weaknesses. 

That's why philosophers, religious, even 
occasional secular leaders, teach that indi- 
viduals and societies are subject to some 
unchanging external morality that they 
attribute to God or karma or natural law 
or whatever power is assumed. This stan- 
dard is for everyone and failure to live by 
and uphold it brings consequences ranging 
from personal anguish to post-mortem 
sanctions to widespread disaster. 

Our teacher's correct response is to act 
by the standards he mouths rather than by 
popularity. The jock — as any aggressor 
should — gets a lesson in respect for oth- 
ers that might convince him not to hurt 
people for fun. Seeing authority protect 
him, the victim may feel no inclination to 
cultivate anger and shallow non-conform- 
ity. Whoever follows an ethical standard is 
.neither well-adjusted nor politically cor- 
rect, two terms meaning shallow, but 
knows when to be conventional and when 
and how not to. Starting now, lessons and 
better examples can at least help the 
newest generation and may in the long 
term produce respectable leaders. 



(David C. Morrow is a native Corpus 
Christian, a graduate of Carroll High and 
UT-Austin.) 



